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On July 22, Justice Minister Jose Mendoza admitted to reporters that torture and mistreatment
of inmates in Venezuelan prisons is a common practice. Venezuelan human rights groups have
denounced the use of torture in the prison system for years. According to the most recent annual
report by London-based Amnesty International, the majority of human rights violations in
Venezuela occur in the prisons. Mendoza's statement followed a July 21 report that ten prisoners
in a Caracas facility were physically tortured by members of the National Guard, which controls
the prison. Mendoza said federal prosecutors are investigating the situation. He added that the
government has already removed the directors of six prisons in the past three months. Caracas
governor Alfredo Ledezma responded to protests following the report of torture by saying, "we
cannot send these criminals to suites in the Hilton Hotels, but to the state penitentiaries that are
available." Official capacity at the country's 31 prisons is 15,000, but the current prison population
is over 31,000. Only 30% of inmates have been sentenced for crimes. (Source: Inter Press Service,
07/22/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

